
 

 

 

 

 

 

HOW TO TELL THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN 

LEAKING & EVAPORATION 
 

Materials Needed: 1 five-gallon bucket, 2 yardsticks 
 

It’s a good idea to know if your pond is really leaking, and how much, before 
you decide what method(s) you are going use to fix any seepages or leaks. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Once you’ve got all this set into place, look for a stretch of 3 to 5 days when there is no 
rain.  Make a record of where the water comes up to on each yardstick.  At the end of 3 
to 5 days without rain, the difference in the drop on each yardstick is a good indicator of 
how much your pond is seeping or leaking. 
 

Call Pond Enviro or email us with your questions. 
877-POND-505 or www.PondEnviro.com 
Near Chattanooga – on Eastern Time Zone 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pond Tech Bulletin No. 1 

Put one yardstick into 
the bucket & fill it to the 

1 foot mark.  Place it 
outdoors, but in a spot 
where animals cannot 

drink from it. You’re 
measuring evaporation 

here, not a dog’s thirst ! 

Push the second 
yardstick into the 
pond bed so that 
the water’s 
surface is at the 
18” mark. 

Tape the 
yardstick in 
place. 

 

Always be cautious 
of driving any large 
stakes into the 
pond bottom.  You 
may start a leak 

that’s hard to stop ! 
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